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PRESI DENT GF AQ_EANUP_ COMPANY SENTENCED TO 30 MONTHS
| N FEDERAL PR SON FCR ANTHRAX DECONTAM NATI ON FRAUD

JAMES B. COMEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that OSCAR M RANDA, the
President of Azteca Services, Inc. (“Azteca”), based in Port
Arthur, Texas, was sentenced today by United States District Judge
ROBERT W SWEET in Manhattan federal court to 30 nonths in prison
for defrauding the United States Postal Service (“USPS’) in
connection with the 2001 ant hrax decontam nati on of the USPS Mr gan
Processing and Distribution Center (“Mrgan”), located in
Manhattan, and for making a fal se statenent to an enpl oyee of the
Cccupational Safety and Health Adm nistration (“OSHA’) during an
OSHA investigation relating to the decontamnation. |In addition,
Judge Sweet ordered Mranda to pay $1,385,971.31 in restitution to
the United States Postal Service.

M RANDA pled guilty on July 31, 2003, to a crimnal
Information charging that he falsely represented that Azteca

wor kers who participated in the anthrax decontam nation had the



training required for the job when in fact they did not. The USPS
paid nore than $1.6 mllion for their services.
According to the Information to which M RANDA pled

guilty, Morgan houses nmachi nes used for the processing and sorting

of mail. In Cctober, 2001, anthrax bacteria was determned to be
present on sone of those nmachines. The USPS entered into a
contract for cleaning and decontam nation in Morgan. The USPS

requi red all workers perform ng the ant hrax decontam nati on to have
received specialized training, called “Hazwoper” training.
Hazwoper training is required by OSHA rules for certain workers
i nvolved in operations that expose or potentially expose themto
hazar dous subst ances such as bi ol ogi cal and di sease-causi ng agents.

Among ot her things, the OSHA rules require a m ni mum of
40 hours of training, succeeded by eight hours of refresher
training annually, in the use of personal protective equipnent,
work practices to mnimze risks, and synptons and signs which
m ght indicate overexposure to hazards. The rules also require
that those who have received and successfully conpl eted Hazwoper
training be given witten certificates, certifying that they have
successfully conpl eted the training.

According to the Information, sonme of the Mrgan
decont am nati on work was subcontracted to Azteca. FromNovenber 1
2001, through Decenber 8, 2001, workers enployed by Azteca,

together with workers enployed by other contractors, perforned



cl eani ng and decont am nati on servi ces on t he machi nes where ant hr ax
had been determ ned to be present.

M RANDA adm tted at the time of his guilty plea that he
knew that Azteca workers assigned to the Mrgan anthrax
decontam nation had not received the required Hazwoper training.
Nonet hel ess, as alleged in the Information, in order to ensure that
the Azteca workers would be permtted to be involved in operations
t hat exposed or potentially exposed themto hazardous substances so
that he would be paid for and profit from their work, M RANDA
falsely represented that the Azteca workers had received the
requi site Hazwoper training and took steps to conceal the fact that
t hey had not.

According to the Information, those steps included
creating and submtting bogus Hazwoper training certificates for
the Azteca workers, lying about the training given to the Azteca
wor kers, instructing sone of the workers to lie about their
training and subm tting docunents to OSHA that fal sely represented
that the Azt eca workers had recei ved Hazwoper training during 2001.

According to the Information, on Novenber 17, 2001, an
OSHA enpl oyee interviewed M RANDA, who fal sely stated that he had
given all of the Azteca workers 40 hours of hazardous materials
trai ni ng.

M RANDA was ordered to surrender to begin serving his



sentence on January 12, 2004.

M RANDA is 41 years old and lives in Nederl and, Texas.

M. COVEY praised the efforts of the offices of Inspector
Ceneral of the United States Departnent of Labor and of the United
States Postal Service in the investigation of this case.

Assistant United States Attorney ANNE C. RYAN is in
charge of the prosecution.
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